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St.  Hubert’s  Lodge, 

Great  Harwood, 

February  3rd,  1909. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Great  Harwood  Urban 
District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  your  notice  my  Annual 
Report  of  the  Sanitary  condition  of  your  District,  together  with 
the  returns  of  Births  and  Deaths  for  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1908,  also  Forms  1,  3,  4 and  5,  as  required  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  form  C for  the  County  Council. 


The  District  is  now  divided  into  Wards  and  are  named  as 
follows : — North  Ward,  South  Ward,  East  Ward  and  West  Ward. 


During  the  year  300  Births  have  been  registered,  of  whom 
150  were  Boys  and  150  Girls  Estimating  the  population  at 
13,500,  this  gives  a yearly  Birthrate  of  22'2  per  thousand  of  the 
inhabitants. 


The  Birthrate  for  1907  was  22'74,  and  for  the  previous  10 
years  25-49  per  1,000. 


During  the  same  period  the  Deaths  numbered  178,  of  whom 
85  were  Males  and  93  Females.  This  is  an  annual  Deathrate  of 
131  per  1000  of  the  population.  Seven  of  these  deaths  occurred 
however  in  institutions  outside  your  District,  leaving  171  deaths 
or  12-66  deaths  per  1,000  actually  occurring  in  Great  Harwood. 


The  Deathrate  for  1907  was  12  per  1,000,  and  for  the  10 
previous  years  1 3*25  per  1,000. 
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The  ages  at  which  death  occurred  were  : — 

Under  1 year  of  age  

Between  1 and  5 years  of  age 


Jl 

5 

11 

15 

11 

...  10 

)) 

15 

11 

25 

11 

...  11 

11 

25 

11 

45 

11 

...  24 

11 

45 

11 

65 

11 

...  33 

over 

65 

...  ... 

...  54 

Total... 

...  178 

39 
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The  Deathrate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  has  been  130' 
per  1,000  of  births  registered,  against  a deathrate  of  104-22  per 
1,000  of  birfhs  registered  in  1907,  and  for  the  10  previous  years  a 
deathrate  of  142-7  per  1,000  births  registered. 


The  mortality  of  Children  under  5. years  of  age  was  46  or  a 
deathrate  of  3-40  per  1,000  of  the  population,  against  52  or  3 85- 
per  1,000  in  1907,  and  56  or  4-1  per  1,000  in  1906. 


I am  sorry  to  observe  that  the  Deathrate  of  Infants  under 
one  year  of  age  has  somewhat  increased  during  the  past  year, 
seven  deaths  more  having  occurred  than  in  1907. 


The  system  of  carrying  children  out  in  the  early  hours  of  the 
morning  to  be  nursed,  and  brought  back  again  at  night,  still 
continues  in  the  District,  and  thereby  interferring  with  the  natural 
feeding  of  the  infants. 


Thirty  persons  have  died  over  70  years  of  age,  4 of  whom 
had  reached  the  advanced  age  of  80  years,  and  1 each  of  82,  83, 
and  89  years  respectively. 


These  figures  are  interesting  as  showing  a condition  of  things 
in  which  it  is  possible  for  some  members  of  the  community  to  live 
to  a ripe  old  age. 
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The  causes  of  death  were  : — 


Various  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs... 
Diseases  of  Heart 

Phthisis  and  other  Tubercular  Diseases 

Premature  Birth 

Brights  Disease 

Enteritis 

Enteric  Fever... 

Diarrhoea  (Infant) 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Meningitis 

Cerebral  Hemorrhage  and  Apoplexy 

Marasmus 

Senile  Decay  ... 

Appendicitis  ... 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Diphtheria 

Infiuenia 

Various  Cancerous  Diseases  ... 

Accidents  of  various  kinds  ... 

Suicide 

Other  Diseases  not  necessary  to  particularise 


35 

12 

18 

6 

2 

4 
2 

5 
2 
1 
7 

3 

12 

2 

2 

6 
6 

10 

4 
1 

38 


Total  Deaths  from  all  causes  ...178 


You  will  observe  that  6 deaths  only  have  been  registered  as 
being  due  to  Premature  Birth,  against  11  in  1907  and  12  in  1906. 


I consider  this  a great  improvement  on  previous  years. 
Although  I find,  that  most  of  the  mothers  are  still  employed  at 
the  Mills,  and  the  majority  of  them  followed  their  employment  up 
to  a very  few  days  of  their  accouchement,  and  returned  to  their 
occupation  much  earlier  than  is  advisable. 


In  my  opinion  the  chief  cause  of  Infantile  Mortality  is  due 
to  the  want  of  proper  care  of  the  infant  during  its  early  life,  and 
if  mothers  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  cease  their  occupation  at 
the  mill  a few  months  earlier,  and  remain  at  home  a few  months 
longer  after  the  accouchement,  I feel  sure  that  a considerable 
reduction  in  the  Infantile  Deathrate  would  be  the  result. 


* 
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During  the  year  the  following  cases  of  Zymotic  Diseases 


have  been  notified  to  me  : 

Scarlet  Fever 81 

Diphtheria  17 

Erysipelas  15 

Enteric  Fever 8 

Puerperal  Fever 1 


Total...  122  Cases. 


In  the  year  1907  the  number  of  Zymotic  Cases  was  59,  and 
in  1906,  133. 


The  deaths  from  the  principal  Zymotic  diseases  number  10, 
a deathrate  of  84  per  1,000,  against  a deathrate  of  ‘84  per  1000. 
in  1907,  ITS  in  1906,  and  '77  in  1905. 


As  soon  as  possible  after  a case  of  Infectious  Disease  is 
notified,  the  house  is  visited,  disinfectants  supplied,  verbal  and 
printed  instructions  given  as  to  the  proper  means  of  isolation  of 
the  patient,  and  disinfection  of  the  surroundings. 


On  recovery  of  the  patient  the  rooms  are  fumigated  and  the. 
premises  generally  disinfected. 

119  houses  have  been  so  treated  during  the  year. 

You  will  have  observed  that  Diphtheria  has  been  responsible 
for  6 deaths,  and  the  number  of  cases  notified  shows  that  this 
disease  has  been  more  prevalent  than  usual. 


The  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Factories  and  Workshops  is 
very  satisfactory,  and  a number  of  sanitary  conveniences  have 
been  erected  at  some  of  the  Mills  during  the  year. 


The  Schools  have  been  periodically  inspected  and  the 
sanitary  appliances  have  been  kept  fairly  clean  and  satisfactory 
with  one  exception,  and  the  closets  in  this  case  are  of  indifferent 
type  and  somewhat  defective. 
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Steps  are  now  being  taken  to  remedy  the  defects. 


The  Tripe  Boiling  Works  are  kept  clean  and  satisfactory. 


The  Bakehouses  are  also  kept  very  clean  and  sanitary. 


The  Registered  Lodging  House  (for  men  only}  has  been 
periodically  visited,  and  generally  been  found  in  a satisfactory 
state. 


The  Markets  have  been  under  constant  supervision,  and  on 
one  occasion  only  was  food  exposed  for  sale  which  was  considered 
unsound  and  unfit  for  the  food  of  man. 


The  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  generally,  are  kept  in  a cleanly 
state.  Improvements  have  teen  carried  out  at  some  of  the 
Farms,  but  a number  still  require  more  airspace,  light,  and 
ventilation,  and  many  of  the  farm  yards  and  surroundings  require 
paving. 


The  Sewage  undergoes  treatment  by  continuous  precipitation 
and  irrigation  at  the  Clayton-lc-Moors  and  Great  Harwood  Joint 
Outfall  Works. 


Many  sanitary  improvements  have  been  carried  out  in  various 
parts  of  the  Town  during  the  year. 


A new  Cotton  Weaving  Mill  has  been  erected  and  a number 
of  new  Cottages  have  been  built,  several  new  Streets  have  been 
opened  out,  some  of  them  sewered,  paved,  flagged,  etc. 


The  removal  of  nightsoil,  refuse,  etc.,  and  the  Scavenging  of 
the  Town  has  again  been  satisfactorily  carried  out,  under  the 
supervision  of  Mr.  Eddleston,  your  Scavenging  Superintendent. 


Great  Harw'ood  being  a Cotton  Manufacturing  District,  the 
majority  of  the  inhabitants,  both  male  and  female,  are  mostly 
employed  in  the  Cotton  Mills. 
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The  people  are  a very  hard  working  class,  of  clean  and  thrifty 
habits,  and  many  of  them  reside  in  their  own  houses. 


The  District  contains  2,868  statute  acres,  and  the  Dean 
Clough  Reservoir  belonging  to  the  Accrington,  District  Gas  and 
Water  Board,  is  within  its  boundaries,  and  from  which  source  it 
receives  its  water  supply. 

I consider  the  Deathrate  to  be  exceedingly  low  for  a Manu- 
facturing District,  and  will  bear  favourable  comparison  with  most 
Lancashire  Towns  and  Urban  Districts. 


In  conclusion  I congratulate  your  Council  on  the  highly 
satisfactory  sanitary  condition  of  your  District,  and  I earnestly 
thank  you  for  the  encouragement  and  support  which  you  have 
always  given  me. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Patchett, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


■ • 


■ 

. 
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Table  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  of  Great  Harwood  District  during  1908 
and  previous  years. 


Births 

Total  Deaths  Registered 
in  the  District. 

Deaths  of 
Residents 

Nett  Deaths  at  all 

Under  1 Year 
of  Age. 

registered 
in  Publio 

Population 
estimated  to 
Middle  of 
each  year. 

At  all  Ages. 

Year 

Num- 

ber 

Rate 

Num- 

ber 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births 
registered 

Number 

Rate 

Institu- 

tions 

beyond 

the 

District 

Number 

Rate 

1898 

12,000 

336 

28 

59 

175-7 

186 

15  5 

186 

15-5 

1899 

12,000 

330 

27  5 

40 

121-2 

151 

12  6 

151 

12-6 

1900 

12,000 

342 

28-5 

50 

146-2 

163 

13-6 

163 

13-6 

1901 

12,000 

310 

25-8 

53 

170-9 

197 

16-4 

197 

16-4 

1902 

12,250 

310 

25  3 

50 

161-3 

166 

13  5 

166 

13  5 

1903 

12,500 

323 

25-8 

32 

99 

148 

11-8 

10 

158 

12-6 

1904 

13,000 

292 

225 

49 

167-8 

180 

13  8 

10 

190 

14-6 

1905 

13,000 

297 

22-8 

49 

165 

150 

115 

li 

161 

12 

1906 

13,500 

310 

23 

36 

116-1 

160 

11-8 

5 

165 

12 

1907 

13,500 

307 

25-7 

32 

104-2 

163 

12 

7 

172 

12  7 

Averages 
for  years 
1R98-1907 

12,575 

315-7 

25-49 

45 

142  7 

166-4 

13-25 

4-5 

170  9 

13  6 

1908 

13,500 

300 

22  2 

39 

130 

171 

12-66 

7 

178 

13-1 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  2818. 

Total  population  at  all  ages,  12,014.  } At  Census 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  2,620.  - of 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4 6.  ) 1901. 


- 

■ 


* 
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Table  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1908,  in 
Great  Harwood  District. 


Cases  Notified  in  Whole  District. 


AT  AGES — YEARS. 


Disease. 

At 

all 

Ages 

Under 

1 

1 to5 

5 to  15 

15  to  25 

35to65 

65  and 
upwards 

Small-pox 

Cholera  

Diphtheria 

(including 

Membranous 

Croup... 

17 

0 

6 

11 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas  ... 

15 

0 

0 

0 

6 

8 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

Typhus  Fever 

81 

G 

26 

53 

2 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

Relapsing 

Fever 

Continued 

Fever 

Puerperal 

8 

0 

1 

1 

1 

5 

G 

Fever 

Plague  

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Totals... 

122 

0 

33 

65 

9 

14 

1 

9 


Table  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  year  1908,  in 
Great  Harwood  District. 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “ Residents  ” 

whether  occurring  in  or  beyond  the  District. 


1 and 

5 and 

15  and 

25  and 

Causes  of  Death 

All 

Under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

65  and 

Ages 

1 year 

5 

15 

25 

65 

upwards 

Small-pox 

0 

Measles  

0 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

2 

1 

1 

Whooping-  cough 

0 

Diphtheria 

(including  mem- 

branous  croup) 

6 

1 

5 

Croup  

0 

/"Typhus... 

0 

Fever J Enteric... 

2 

2 

j Other 

^continued 

0 

Epidemic 

influenza... 

0 

Cholera  

0 

Plague 

0 

Diarrhoea 

5 

5 

Enteritis  

4 

4 

Puerperal  Fever. 

0 

Erysipelas  

0 

Phthisis 

(Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis) 

6 

6 

Other  Tubercul- 

ous  diseases... 

12 

6 

6 

Cancer,  malig- 

nant  disease 

10 

5 

5 

Bronchitis  

18 

4 

1 

5 

8 

Pneumonia  

14 

4 

1 

1 

5 

3 

Pleurisy  

0 

Other  diseases  of 

Respiratory 

Organs... 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Alcoholism  \ 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  / 

2 

2 

Venerealdiseases 

0 

Premature  Birth 

6 

6 

Diseases  and 

accidents  of 

parturition... 

0 

Heart  Diseases... 

12 

2 

1 

1 

6 

2 

Accidents 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Suicides  

1 

1 

All  other  causes. 

71 

14 

3 

3 

18 

33 

All  causes... 

178 

39 

7 

10 

11 

57 

54 

Table  V. 


Great  Harwood  District. 


Infantile  Mortality  during  the  year  1908. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

| Under  1 Week  | 

1 1-2  Weeks  | 

^ | 2-3  Weeks 

C/l 

<D 

<U 

£ 

Tf 

CO 

1 

1 

Total  under 

1 Month 

1-2  Months 

2-3  Months  j 

3-4  Months 

4-5  Months 

5-6  Months 

6-7  Months 

7-8  Months 

| 8-9  Months 

9-10  Months 

10-11  Months 

11-12  Months 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

All 

Cases. 

Certified  ... 

[Uncertified 

11 

14 

6 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

3 

4 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

39 

i.  Common 
Infectious  - 
Diseases 

ii.  Diarrhoeal 
Diseases.  - 

iii.  Wasting  . 
DiseAses. 

iv.  Tuberculous. 

v.  Other 
Causes 

/ Small-pox  ...  

Chicken-pox 

Measles  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  (including 
Membranous  Croup) 
'•Whooping  Cough 
.Diarrhoea,  all  form 
Enteritis,  Muco-enteritis, 
Gastro-enteritis... 
Gastritis,  Gastro- 
intestinal Catarrh... 
'Premature  Birth  ... 
Congenital  Defects 

Injury  at  Birth  ... 

Want  of  Breast-milk, 

Starvation... 
Atrophy,  Debility, 

Marasmus... 
.Tuberculous  Meningitis... 
Tuberculous  Peritonitis  : 

Tabes  Mesenterica... 
Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases... 

'Erysipelas... 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Meningitis  (not 

Tuberculous) 

Convulsions 

Bronchitis... 

Laryngitis 

Pneumonia 

Suffocation,  overlying  .. 
^Other  Causes 

3 

3 

2 

3 

2 

4 

3 

2 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

4 

2 

3 

1 

4 

3 

3 

11 

2 

1 

14 

6 

4 

3 

4 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

25 

District  of  Great  Harwood.  Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1908)  13,500. 

Births  in  the  year/ Legitimate,  296.  Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  178. 
/Illegitimate,  4. 


11 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  year  1908,  for  the  Urban  District  of  Great  Harwood, 

on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection 

with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES  and  HOMEWORK. 


I. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections 

Written  Notices 

Prosecutions 

Factories  (Including  Factory 

Laundries)... 

Workshops  (Including  Workshop 

38 

2 

Nil 

Laundries)... 

40 

3 

Nil 

Total  ... 

78 

5 

Nil 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects, 

Number 

Particulars. 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector 

of 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness  ... 

3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  /-insufficient  ... 

accommodation-!  unsuitable  or  defective 
Inot  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  ... 

5 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

